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Site Name and Location ( > 

J. E. Berger Corporation County: Wayne 
5300 Bellevue St. Michigan Code Number: 82-01S-12E 
Detroit DNR District: Detroit 

EPA ID Number:. MID052500261 

SAS Score/Screen No.: ' 

J. E. Berger Corporation is located at 5300 Bellevue in Detroit. The 
company primarily rebuilds large electrical power panels and industrial 
motors. It employs about 30 people and it has been in operation since 
(about) 1935. The electrical power panels it rebuilds contain polychlori-
nated biphenyls (PCBs). 

The site was discovered after July 7, 1986, when Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) staff conducted a Toxic Substance Control Act 
(TSCA) inspection of the J. E. Berger Corporation facility. During the 
July 7, 1986, inspection, several soil samples were collected on-site, 
and one sample was collected in a public alley adjacent to one of the 
three company-owned fenced storage yards. Result of the sample collected 
from the public alley showed 340,000 ppm PCB and on the same date (July 18, 
1986), MDNR and EPA staff contacted J. E. Berger Corporation officials 
and directed them to immediately control the sampled area with snow 
fencing and twenty-four hour security guards. The company obliged by 
taking the recommended steps. 

Since July 7, 1986, over 200 samples have been taken from the vicinity of 
the plant. Samples have been collected from soils, alleys, asphalt 
(chipped from pavements), liquids and oil in containers (drums and tanks) 
scrapping from tanks and wipe samples. Most of the samples have been 
soil samples. The PCBs in the streets and alleys are believed to be the 
result of PCB contaminated soil being tracked off industrial storage lots 
in the area by motor vehicles. 

Of the 200 or more environmental and waste samples taken since July 1986, 
MDNR staff collected approximately one-half while the company (Berger) 
collected and sampled the rest. The specific streets and alleys around 
the facility from which samples were taken include Frederick, Kirby, 
Bellevue, Fansworth, Canton, Concord and Palmer. The catch basins in the 
vicinity of the plant have not been sampled but are assumed to contain 
street sediment with PCB levels similar to that present in the corre
sponding curb areas draining to the corresponding catch basins. 

There is a wide range of PCB contamination level detected in various 
samples taken from J. E. Berger Corporation property and surrounding 
residential and street areas. For example, loading dock and entrance 
areas have shown PCB levels as high as 210 ppm. The three storage lots 
owned by the company showed PCB levels of 290 ppm in Lot #1, 55,000 ppm 
in Lot //2 and 50,000 ppm in Lot #3. Approximately 40-50 samples, of soils 
have been collected by MDNR staff in the storage areas and J. E. Berger 



Corp. collected additional samples from the area. Wipe samples showed a 
range of 24 ug to 12,000 ug per 100 cm sq.of^cr. 

In the streets and alleys, sediment and debris samples have shown values 
ranging from 1 ppm PCB (level of detection) to 10,000 ppm PCB. Asphalt 
contamination ranges up to 320 ppm PCB and samples of some unpaved soil 
areas which primarily refers to sections of the alley located between 
Kirby, Frederick, Canton, and Concord Streets indicated PCB levels 
ranging as high as 340,000 ppm. 

In the soil areas outside the company property, results of samples taken 
from Right-of-way-areas (between curb and sidewalk) showed a range of not 
detected (less than 1 ppm) to 33 ppm PCB. Finally, tests in residential 
areas indicated a PCB range of 7 ppm to 220 ppm. 

The primary threats to the environment are soil contamination, direct 
contact and the potential for air contamination which can result from the 
cleanup operation currently in progress at the site. The facility is on 
city water and sewer system. There is no evidence of groundwater contam
ination. Mr. Brian Monroe of the MDNR and Groundwater Quality Division, 
who is also the Site Coordinator of J. E. Berger Corp. indicated that a 
check done by digging into one foot of soil showed no traces of PCB. PCB 
was found only near the surface of the soil. He also indicated that the 
area is suspected to have thick clay and therefore will not allow for 
free movement of PCB into the groundwater. 

Recommendation for EPA 

The site is currently undergoing a clean up. Mr. Brian Monroe of MDNR 
indicated that the site is "right in the middle of clean up and some 
contaminated soils have been hauled away." Mr. Monroe also indicated 
that more tests will be conducted in about two weeks in the sewer system 
between the site and Detroit River.Av.-^h •''2.'''(---i-U ̂ [ c >"hAr.-i-.r,>.c:2.ci .<.-.-.i-.l,.jjt wt.. 

The site has known hazardous waste (PCB) but it is prioritized as "low" 
because it has been and it continues to be evaluated and the state (MDNR) 
is taking action. There is no apparent contamination of air, surface and 
groundwater although the potential exists. 

Finally, it should be added that samples need to be taken from inside the 
facility itself. All the samples so far have been taken from the vicini
ty of the plant. It is necessary to determine if the building could be a 
contamination source area. 
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